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WELCOME 

Thank you for your interest in  
joining the Science  
Museum Group (SMG)  

mailto:sciencemuseum@allenlane.co.uk


DEPUTY FINANCE DIRECTOR: FINANCIAL 
REPORTING, GOVERNANCE & CONTROL  

 
 

 
Bryony Thomas  |  07921 334 625 
sciencemuseum@allenlane.co.uk 

 

Dear Candidates, 
 

Thank you for your interest in joining the 
Science Museum Group (SMG). At SMG we 
have a clear and ambitious strategic vision for 
our future, aiming to take a lead 
internationally in championing the 
understanding, enjoyment and prestige of 
science in modern society. We have a wide 
portfolio of programmes and projects 
underway to enable us to achieve our vision, 
including major international exhibitions, 
commercial developments and multi-million-
pound gallery redevelopment schemes.  
 

At the Science Museum Group, we make it our 
mission to inspire futures. Our talented and 
dedicated colleagues are guided by five values 
that encapsulate what we’re all about: 
 

• We think big, pushing the limits of what’s 
possible 

• We challenge ourselves to reveal wonder 
• We use our passion, expertise and 

creativity to share authentic stories 
• We aim to ignite curiosity in our 

audiences and our colleagues 
• We take pride in being open for all 

 

These values are embedded across all we do 
and enables us to ensure we make this a great 
place to work. SMG aims to represent the 
society in which we work but we recognise that 
the museum sector still has much work to do in 
this area. As you can see above, one of our 
organisational pillars is to be ‘Open for All’. 
This is considered in everything we do, from 
our collections and programming, the visitor 
experience at each of our museums, as well as 
our workforce and how we recruit new talent 
into the business.  
 
 

 
 
SMG’s mission is to Inspire Futures, and central 
to inspiring the next generation of scientists, 
inventors and engineers is our work towards a 
society where all people feel that science is 
“for them” and have opportunities to access 
the social and economic benefits it brings. Our 
Open for All action plan which sets out a 
Group-wide approach is based around four 
objectives: grow a diverse workforce; build an 
inclusive culture; create places that are open 
for everyone; and engage everyone with STEM 
(Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths). 
 

It is with this in mind that we are looking for a 
Deputy Finance Director who can build and 
improve on our high-performing finance 
function and continue to instil rigour and 
robustness in our control environment. You 
will own our relationships with Internal and 
External Auditors and lead us through our 
ethos of continuous improvement. You will be 
responsible for managing financial operations, 
financial reporting, and business partner 
services for the group. I often describe finance 
and corporate services as our heartbeat since 
strong financial management and control is 
critical to ensuring our museums thrive.  
 

This is a senior leadership role reporting to the 
Director for Finance & Corporate Services, with 
wider group responsibility in a community of 
Heads. Do you want to champion the provision 
of a customer-focused finance function, drive 
continuous improvement and help make this 
an even better place to work? In that case, we 
may be the place for you.  
 

I look forward to receiving your application. 
 
 

Shri Mukundagiri 
Chief Operating Officer 
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ABOUT US 

SMG is an exciting organisation at the 
boundary of the private, public and charitable 
sectors, with a fascinating variety of reporting 
challenges. The parent entity, The Board of 
Trustees of the Science Museum, is a non-
departmental public body operating at arm’s 
length from the Department for Digital, 
Culture, Media and Sport. Its trading 
subsidiary, SCMG Enterprises Limited 
(Enterprises), is a company sitting outside the 
public sector boundary. The group’s work is 
also supported by two satellite charitable 
companies, the Science Museum Foundation 
and UK Friends of the Science Museum, which 
are registered with both Companies House and 
the Charity Commission 

 

 

 

 

 
 

FIND OUT MORE 
 
 
 
 
 
2020/21 Annual  Inspiring Futures 2020/21 Reports 
Review Strategy and Accounts 
 
 
 

  

SMG is an exciting 
organisation at the 
boundary of the private, 
public & charitable sectors. 

DOWNLOAD   DOWNLOAD   DOWNLOAD   
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https://www.sciencemuseumgroup.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/SMG_AR_2020%E2%80%9321.pdf
https://www.sciencemuseumgroup.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/SMG-Inspiring-Futures-May-2020.pdf
https://www.sciencemuseumgroup.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/Science-Museum-Group-ARA-20-21_Accessible.pdf


DEPUTY FINANCE DIRECTOR: FINANCIAL 
REPORTING, GOVERNANCE & CONTROL  

 
 

 
Bryony Thomas  |  07921 334 625 
sciencemuseum@allenlane.co.uk 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

JOB 
DESCRIPTION 

Deputy Finance Director: Financial Reporting, 
Governance & Control 
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SALARY: c. £80k+Benefits DEPARTMENT: Finance 
LOCATION: London     HOURS: 35 hours p/w 
 

REPORTS TO: Director for Finance & Corporate Services 

 
 
 
 
 

OVERVIEW 
 

The Deputy Finance Director of Financial 
Reporting, Governance & Control will be 
responsible for Instilling financial governance, 
control, preparation and production of 
Financial Statements and consistent SMG 
Financial/Management Information and 
managing SMG Investments, working with 
internal and external stakeholders accordingly. 
Providing dedicated leadership for trustee 
committees including Audit & Risk Committee, 
SMG Foundation Board and Investment 
Committee matters. 
 
 

RESPONSIBILITIES 
 

You will be responsible for financial reporting, 
governance, and control. This will include: 

• Acting as a single point of rigour for all 
matters to do with financial reporting, 
governance, and control. 

• Acting as main finance department 
contact for the Audit & Risk Committee 
and Investment Committee. 

• Maintaining the Group’s financial 
protocols and ensuring adherence to the 
DCMS Framework Document and related 
policies. 

• Ensuring the effectiveness of key 
financial controls. 

• Developing and maintaining the financial 
data strategy, continuously developing 
the efficiency and accuracy of data 
management and reporting processes. 

• Owning the TechnologyOne ERP system, 
ensuring governance arrangements are  
 
 

 

appropriate and adhered to, and 
maximising the benefits of the solution. 

• Leading Risk, Assurance and Counter-
Fraud activities on behalf of SMG. 

 

Your teams will be responsible for: 
• All external financial reporting to the 

public (Annual Report & Accounts) and 
Government (annual consolidation 
processes, monthly returns, ad hoc 
queries) for all entities in the Group. 

• Overseeing treasury function, ensuring 
information on cash balances, 
investments and cash-flow forecasts is 
regularly monitored and reported to the 
Investment Committee. 

• Developing reporting information to 
support stakeholder needs, including 
real-time financial information for 
internal stakeholders. 

• Managing the TechnologyOne system 
and delivering improvements to the 
solution e.g. through the increased 
automation of SMG management 
information. 

• Managing the Group’s finance operations 
(accounts payable and receivable, sales 
to cash, expenses and credit cards) and 
maintaining the system of key financial 
controls 

• Monitoring and ensuring compliance 
with relevant legislation, including 
central government, HMRC and Charity 
Commission requirements.  

• Managing relationships with key external 
contacts including banks, auditors, 
investment managers, surveyors and 
advisors. 

• Taking care of your personal health and 
safety and that of others and report any 
health and safety concerns. Ensuring 
proactive compliance with Science 
Museum Group Health and Safety 
Policies, including risk assessments and 
implementing safe systems of work.  

mailto:sciencemuseum@allenlane.co.uk


DEPUTY FINANCE DIRECTOR: FINANCIAL 
REPORTING, GOVERNANCE & CONTROL  

 
 

 
Bryony Thomas  |  07921 334 625 
sciencemuseum@allenlane.co.uk 

 

TEAM STRUCTURE  
 

Reporting to the Director for Finance and 
Corporate Service and working in partnership 
with the Deputy Director of Financial Strategy, 
Planning and Analysis to support a Finance 
function of c. 30 and the wider Corporate 
Services team and group.  
 

Directly responsible for developing and leading 
an approachable team of 16 with 4 direct 
reports (detailed below) that work cohesively  

 
 

across all sites to forge productive and 
supportive working relationships.  
 

Overseeing the following teams:  
• Financial Accounts and Investments X 2, 
• Management Reporting X 3, 
• Financial Systems X 2,  
• Financial Control x9. 
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WHAT YOU BRING TO 
THE TEAM 
 

You will definitely… 
• Be a qualified accountant with minimum 

five years post qualification experience 
(ACA, ACCA or CIMA), with previous 
experience in a senior finance role within 
a large, complex, customer focussed 
environment.  

• Enjoy seeing the big picture and 
identifying future developments in 
accounting and reporting and managed 
finance system, data structures and 
controls.  

• Have produced statutory accounts, 
management accounts, financial reports 
and supporting analysis. 

• Have outstanding people leadership 
skills, with the ability to direct the work 
of a large multi-site team, whilst 
motivating, encouraging and developing 
them. 

• Be able to balance strategic and 
operational priorities and have 
outstanding analytic skills, knowing when 
to delve into the detail and when to 
focus on the wider picture. 

• Be a natural communicator with the 
ability to engage, influence and partner 
with senior managers and appropriately 
challenge and advise budget holders. 

• Be resilient, organised and pro-active, 
with lots of initiative and the ability to 
work under pressure in fast paced 
environment whilst juggling a varied and 
deadline driven workload.  

• Exceptional written and oral 
presentation skills  

 

 

 

 
 
 

It would be good if you… 
• Have experience of the charity and/or 

public sector regulatory framework. 
 
 

 
 

 
WE WISH YOU EVERY 
SUCCESS WITH YOUR 

APPLICATION! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ADDITIONAL 
INFORMATION 
This role is subject to a 
Disclosure Scotland 
basic criminal record 
check. 
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APPLICATION 
 

HOW TO APPLY 
 
Please send your CV and cover letter  
(no more than 2 pages) to 
sciencemuseum@allenlane.co.uk  
 
 

CONTACT 
 
For an informal discussion regarding this 
fantastic opportunity, please do not hesitate to 
give Bryony a call. 
 
Bryony Thomas, Business Manager 
07921 334 625 
bryonythomas@allenlane.co.uk  
 
Allen Lane Recruitment  
33, King Street, SW1Y 6RJ 
020 3031 9613 
info@allenlane.co.uk  
www.allenlane.co.uk  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

TIMELINE 
 

Closing date: 9th January 
 

Shortlisting:  
Week of 17th January 
 
 

1st stage interviews:  
Week of 24th January 
 
 

2nd stage interviews:  
Week of 31st January 
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