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Dear Candidate, 

 

Thank you for your interest in joining us as Finance Director at 
Ark, a pivotal role within our organisation. You will be joining 
at a key moment. We have just celebrated our 20th Year and in 
2023 we will see the launch of, The Hub at EdCity, a new home 
for us and an innovative education hub for mission aligned 
organisations.  This role is a great opportunity for someone to 
make a real difference to our organisation, and to the wider 
education sector. I am delighted that you are interested in 
finding out more about us. 

 

Ark is an education charity that exists to make sure that all 
children, regardless of their background, have access to a great 
education and real choices in life. Ark supports Ark Schools, our 
network of 39 schools and 30,000 pupils and runs Ark 
Ventures which aims to improve education beyond our schools. 
The ventures that we develop and support are tackling some of 
the most challenging problems facing young people, both in the 
UK and around the world. 

 

Many of these creative ideas started in Ark Schools. Others have 
come from innovators and partners outside of Ark. But they all 
share the ambition to address some of the most intractable 
issues of education and society and they all have the potential 
to deliver widespread change.  Our present group of ventures 

are broad in their ambition. They include Ark Curriculum Plus, 
which seeks to transform student achievement through unique 
curriculum and teacher development programmes; EdCity, an 
innovative education hub where we will bring together mission-
aligned organisations in shared office space alongside a school 
and other child and education provision; and Ark Start, which 
aim to prove that a small additional investment in early years 
education can lead to much better outcomes.  

 

Ark’s finance team is an integral part to the development and 
successful delivery of these ventures.  We are looking for 
someone with drive, who is passionate about what we do and 
who can manage multiple priorities, advising on statutory 
reporting one moment and commercial strategies the next.  

 

Please do take the time to find out more about what we do and 
this exciting role, covering responsibilities across all the 
different ventures. If our work inspires you and if you believe 
you have the skills and experience to play a key part as our new 
Finance Director, I very much look forward to receiving your 
application. 

 

 

Jacqueline Russell 

Chief Operating Officer 

mailto:ark@allenlane.co.uk


Ark Finance Director | Ark & Ventures 

Candidate Pack | April 2022 

 

 
 

Sian Negal 
ark@allenlane.co.uk 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
About us 

  

mailto:ark@allenlane.co.uk


Ark Finance Director | Ark & Ventures 

Candidate Pack | April 2022 

 

 
 

Sian Negal 
ark@allenlane.co.uk 

Ark is an education charity that exists to make sure that all 
children, regardless of their background, have access to a great 
education and real choices in life. We have always believed that, 
with the right approach, every pupil has the potential to 
succeed - even those in the most challenging circumstances. 
Nothing should be a barrier to children achieving. From 
working with just one school fourteen years ago, Ark has since 
grown into a network of 39 schools in the UK – Ark Schools is 
now recognised as one of the highest achieving academy groups 
in the country. We still only work in the communities where we 
can make the biggest difference to children’s lives.  
 

We want to change the lives of children everywhere, not just in 

our own schools, so we create and incubate ventures designed 

not only to help Ark pupils, but also to improve education 

systems as a whole. These ventures tackle some of the most 

intractable problems facing children, working on curriculum, 

Early Years and International education support.  

 

Ark’s finance team is an integral part of Ark’s strategy to create 

and support these ventures, working to improve education 

systems and outcomes. This includes ventures incubated by 

Ark becoming independent charities as well as Ark’s core 

Ventures. It also includes the high-profile ‘EdCity’ project: a 

non-profit development project on a circa 4-acre site to create 

an education and charity hub in White City, including Ark’s new 

home, “The Hub” at White City. The rental from the office will 

in time provide an endowment for Ark and therefore secure it’s 

long-term future. 
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Finance 
Director 
 

£80,000 - £90,000 per annum 
 
 

Reports to: Chief Operating Officer  

 

Location: Ark’s London office, White City minimum 2 

days per week, with the option of 2/3 days 

remote working 

 

Contract: Permanent (must have right to work in the 

UK) 

 

Pattern: Full-time 

 

Salary: £80,000 -£90,000 per annum 
 
 

 

 

 

 

About the role 
 

This is an exciting role, covering responsibilities across all the 

different ventures. The successful candidate will have 

knowledge and/or experience of providing a high-quality 

finance service to a range of organisations, from start-ups to 

established charities. The ideal candidate will have strong 

financial management skills, a clear sense of how management 

information should be presented to guide decision making and 

experience of managing financial resources to have the greatest 

impact. They will be excited by the prospect of working in a 

dynamic and ambitious organisation, able to manage multiple 

priorities and enthusiastic about the role excellent financial 

management plays in a charity’s impact, and be ready to use 

their skills across a range of ventures. 

 

Key responsibilities 
 

Overall responsibility for; 

• all aspects of Ark and Ventures financial management and 

reporting 

• delivering the finance elements of the EdCity project 

• managing Business Partners to deliver a high-quality 

finance service across the various ventures 
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Line management of the Ark and Ventures finance team, 

currently: 

• Finance Controller (with team of 3 Finance Assistants/ 

Officers)  

• Finance Business Partners 

 

Ark Financial Management & Reporting 
 

• Preparation of Ark Core budgets and forecasts and 

reviewing monthly Management Accounts with Ark Core 

budget holders 

• Preparation and presentation of quarterly finance reports to 

Ark’s Management team 

• Preparation of consolidated (Ark and Ventures) finance 

reports for Ark’s board, including attendance and 

presentation to the Finance and Risk Committee (FRC) 

• Final review and sign-off of statutory returns, including 

year-end statutory accounts and VAT returns 

• Final review of cashflow forecasts for all Ark entities and 

overall responsibility for bank and treasury management 

• Final review and approval of all ROI postings for 

investments 

• Ensure financial controls are robust and efficient and 

implement processes as needed 

• Oversight of expenditure and financial administration of 

Ark Schools’ alumni bursaries 

 

EdCity Financial Management 
 

• Monthly review of EdCity management accounts and 

cashflow for approval and presentation to the EdCity 

Operations Teams and Boards 

• Attend regular operational meetings, leading on the 

financial elements of the project 

• Ensure correct reporting of all grants and loans, related to 

the EdCity project, including reporting to funders and 

aligning with contract requirements 

• Management of financial information (internally and from 

project managers and buildings management) to ensure 

consistency, accuracy and provide relevant information for 

stakeholders 
 

Ventures Oversight & Reporting 
 

• Quarterly reviews of Ventures’ management accounts and 

budgets/ forecasts, prior to submission to Programme 

Boards and the Ark Board and FRC, attending Programme 

Boards and advising on commercial opportunities as 

required 

• Responsibility for highlighting any financial risks to the 

Management Team and ultimately to the FRC 

• Ensure consistency of reporting (and reconciliation of 

support service recharges) across Ark and Ventures 
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• Ensure fundraising team reporting is consistent with 

Ventures’ strategies and funds are recorded in the system 

appropriately 

• Lead Finance workstreams for incubated Ventures that are 

becoming independent or new Ventures joining Ark 

• Prepare financial analysis and create planning models for 

new ventures and venture affiliates.  
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Person 

specification 
Qualification Criteria 
 

• Professional Accounting Qualification  

• Educated to degree level or equivalent 

• A record of Continuing Professional Development activities 

• Right to work in the UK 
 

Knowledge and Experience 
 

• Understanding and/or experience of working across a 

Group structure with a variety of business activities 

• Strong commercial management and project experience 

• Experience of identifying, and implementing, procedures 

and process improvements 

• Strong numerical and analytical skills 

• Experience of reporting management and statutory 

accounts and presentation to budget holders through to 

Boards 

 

• Knowledge of the latest Charities SORP and Companies Act 

(desirable) 

• Experience of VAT, including international and/or 

construction industry scheme reverse charge, ideally in a 

charity context (desirable) 

 

Personal Characteristics 
 

• Strong relationship skills with enthusiasm for working 

across a diverse range of organisations and ventures 

• Able to juggle multiple priorities and enjoy an environment 

which is constantly changing. 

• Strong line management skills to lead a team of ranging 

skills and experience and also to contribute to the wider 

management of the Finance team at both operational and 

strategic level 
 

Other 
 

• An understanding of, and empathy for, the ethos and 

ambitions of Ark. 

• The successful candidate must demonstrate a genuine reso-

nance with Ark’s mission, and a clear willingness to learn 

about the sector and the specific challenges of supporting 

schools.  
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Benefits 

 

 

 

 

 

Generous benefits include: 
 

• 27 days annual leave plus bank holidays, 

rising with each year of service 

• Workplace pension scheme where Ark 

make an 11% contribution and employee 

contribution is optional 

• Access to Ark Rewards scheme offering 

savings from over 3,000 major retailers, 

interest-free loans available for season 

tickets or a bicycle and gym discounts 

offering up to 40% off your local gym 
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Finance Team Structure 
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How to 
Apply 
 
 

To apply please send your CV to ark@allenlane.co.uk 

 

Timeline 
 

Please note that these dates are only indicative at this stage and 

could be subject to change. We will try and offer as much 

flexibility as we can, but it may not be possible to offer 

alternative dates for assessments or interviews. You are 

therefore asked to note the timetable, exercising flexibility 

through the recruitment and selection process.  

 

• Closing date for the position: 3rd August 

• Shortlisting: 15th August 

• Formal panel interviews: 18th August 

• Final interview: 24th August 

 

 

Contact 
 

We encourage all candidates to discuss the role further before 

submitting an application. If you would like to discuss the role 

in more detail, please contact: 

 

Sian Negal 

Business Manager 

07921336709 

siannegal@allenlane.co.uk 

 

Allen Lane Recruitment 

33 King Street, St James’s 

London, SW1Y 6RJ 

0203 031 9613 

info@allenlane.co.uk  

 

 

Ark is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare 

of children and young people in our academies.  In order to 

meet this responsibility, we follow a rigorous selection 

process.  
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